
Town of Middlebury Selectboard 
E-mails on Mask Mandates 

November 23 – December 14 (2 p.m.), 2021 
 

 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Theresa Gleason <theresachancegleason@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Nov 23, 2021, 7:57 AM 
Subject: mask mandate 
To: <seeleyhj@gmail.com> 
 
 
Hi Heather, 
 
Just wanted to weigh in that I believe the governor should have passed a state wide mask mandate. 
Since he has passed this on to the towns, I want you to know that I am 100% in favor of passing 
the mandate for Middlebury. Science is clearly indicating that folks need to be masked up inside 
public places. 
 
Thanks so much for your hard work for our town. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Theresa Gleason 
21 Painter Hills Rd 
 
------------- 
 
From: Victoria [mailto:jasz@sover.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 6:53 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: To the select board 
 
Dear Select Board 
    Now that the governor has signed the bill enabling towns to place their own mask 
mandates, I write to urge you to give strong consideration to doing this for Middlebury.  
   
  The Addison Independent reports today: Addison County has now logged 181 positive 
Covid cases in the last two weeks. Maybe not as high as Chittenden County but that is a lot 
of sick people.  
 
    As the economic hub to our county, we see people daily from all over the county for both 
work and shopping. The holidays will attract even more people with seasonal shopping, 
events and gatherings. Break through cases come along as well as for those who are not 
vaccinated.  
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    Please take the step of an indoor mask mandate to protect all in our community. Until 
more children are vaccinated and at least through the holidays and until we see numbers 
come down, please give us the protection we all need. Masks make a difference!  
 
Thank you, Victoria DeWind  
___________________________ 
 
From: prbaker @sover.net [mailto:prbaker@sover.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 7:55 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Town of Middlebury mask mandate 
 
Dear Middlebury select board, 
  
Now that the governor has turned over the question of mask mandates to individual towns, 
I'll direct my encouragement to all of you to consider the benefits of requiring masks in all 
public indoor spaces in Middlebury.  Until the Coronavirus and any variants are well under 
control I think we, as individuals and as a community, owe it to our families, neighbors, 
friends, children, workers and visitors to do everything we can to mitigate the spread of 
this disease.  Wearing masks is proven as an effective protection.  And they're non-invasive 
and easy to acquire.  
  
I hope as we move forward, our community is able to discuss, make decisions, and take 
actions that are based on best practices for community health and safety, not political 
arguments.  
  
Thank you for all the hard work you do and for continuing to make smart and informed 
decisions. 
  
Priscilla Baker 
7 Evergreen Lane 
Middlebury 
 ____________________ 
 
 From: Margaret Olson [mailto:mrgrt.olson@gmail.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 24, 2021 9:20 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: masks 
 
Hi Kathleen, 
Given the situation with case numbers in our county, I ask that you strongly consider a 
mask mandate for indoors, at least during the holiday season. 
 



Far too risky with the family/friend numbers increasing. 
 
Thanks for considering. 
Margaret Olson 
__________________ 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Chip Mayer [mailto:chipmayer33@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 25, 2021 8:41 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Mask mandate 
 
Dear Select board members, 
I am urging you to put an indoor mask mandate in place for Middlebury, at least through 
the end of the year during the holidays, when so many are coming from all over the county 
to shop, work, and attend recreational events. 
 
The health of our public is at stake, especially now during this surge in cases. 
Thank you! 
Chip Mayer 
19 Colonial Drive 
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
_____________________ 
 
From: Ron Slabaugh [mailto:ron.slabaugh@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 25, 2021 9:01 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Indoor mask mandate 
 
I would support a town-wide indoor mask mandate for now. Thanks for considering. 
 
______________________ 
 
From: Jack Mayer [mailto:jacklmayer33@gmail.com]  
Sent: Thursday, November 25, 2021 10:22 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Cc: Victoria DeWind <jasz@sover.net> 
Subject: Indoor Mask Mandate 
 
Dear Middlebury Select Board, 
 



 I would like to add my encouragement for the Select Board to impose an indoor 
mask mandate ASAP as the most effective way to protect our citizens from the surge of 
Covid-19.   
 
 My VTDigger commentary about Covid-19 appeared today.  It begins this way: 
 
“A successful public health victory over Covid-19 requires the efforts of as many people as 
possible in service to the greatest good of our communities.  
The most remarkable advances in medicine over the last 100 years have been associated 
with public health initiatives that have been written into our legal system — mandates. 
Clean water, sewage treatment, pasteurization, Clean Air and Clean Water Acts, to name a 
few." 
 
 https://vtdigger.org/2021/11/24/dr-jack-mayer-our-medical-feat-not-antibiotics-to-
treat-infections-but-vaccines-to-prevent-
them/?u=daef10c42c&utm_source=VTDigger+Subscribers+and+Donors&utm_campaign=
9f6b8e7dd8-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_11_25_05_29&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_dc3c5486db-
9f6b8e7dd8-405675585 
 
 We must now consider the simple and very effective strategy of mandating masking 
indoors, to counter the Covid threat.  Please act expeditiously, especially during this 
holiday season when so many people are traveling, visiting, and exchanging germs.  On the 
CDC’s map of Covid incidence, Addison County, like all of Vermont, is bright red! 
 
 Thank you for your consideration and, I hope, timely action. 
 
Best to you all for the holidays, 
Jack Mayer, MD, MPH 
(Ret) Rainbow Pediatrics 
Middlebury, VT 
__________________ 
 
November 30, 2021 
Via phone 
 
Wendy Stewart in support of mask mandate. 
 
_______ 
 
From: Lisa Mitchell <lisa@townhalltheater.org> 
Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 at 12:40 PM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: Mask Mandates 
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Hi Brian, 
 
Hope you had a lovely Thanksgiving with your family! 
 
The team at THT started talking about potential mask mandates during our staff meeting today, 
and wanted to share some thoughts that impact our business.  
 
Our policy is for everyone to wear masks and be vaccinated. We don't check vaccine cards, due 
to staffing and because we think the honor system is enough. Where it gets tricky for us is with 
performers. Being forced to mask performers limits what we can show and changes the 
experience. Instead, we ask all performers to be vaccinated, and in most cases, they are tested 
regularly too (for plays and bigger productions like the opera).  
 
Only bringing this up so you can bear in mind how mask protocols impact the arts - and if 
provisions might be made, should the select board favor that route. 
 
Thanks for hearing us out! 
 
Lisa 
 
 
 
Lisa Mitchell 
Executive Director  
Town Hall Theater 
68 S. Pleasant Street 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
O: 802.388.1436 
townhalltheater.org 
Facebook: @townhalltheatervt 
Instagram: @thtmidd 
 

__________________ 

 
From: Molly Fitzpatrick <mollyfitz49@gmail.com> 
Date: December 2, 2021 at 8:38:23 AM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: Mask mandates for indoor public spaces in Middlebury 

To the Middlebury selectboard:   As a 72 year old woman with pre-existing conditions, I am 
asking the members of the selectboard to institute a mask mandate for indoor public spaces in 
Middlebury.  With hospitalizations at an all time high in Vermont, the Middlebury community 
needs to be protected with additional mitigation strategies.  I am asking you to put this on the 
agenda.  Thank you.  Molly Fitzpatrick  
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------------- 

From: KAF Reynolds <kafr59@gmail.com> 
Date: December 2, 2021 at 11:10:30 AM EST 
To: brian.11carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: Mask mandate 

I write to ask Select Board to reinstate a mask mandate in Middlebury. 
I am not a resident ( Cornwall) but do All business and recreation in Middlebury. 
Thank you . 
Kathleen Reynolds 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

----------------- 

 

From: Carma Fitzpatrick <carma.fitzpatrick@gmail.com> 
Date: December 2, 2021 at 11:13:25 AM EST 
To: brian.11carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: Request 

 
I am writing to encourage the Middlebury selectboard to mandate masks in businesses indoors. 
This is so important. I go to grocery stores and other businesses and see  many many people 
unmasked. I urge you to make a proactive decision that will protect everyone, simple and 
harmless. 
Thank you, 
Carma Fitzpatrick 
187 Shannon Street 
Middlebury. 
 
----------- 
 
From: Susan McGarry <smcgarry9@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Dec 5, 2021, 7:06 PM 
Subject: Mask mandate 
To: <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, <seeleyhj@gmail.com>, <firesafe@gmavt.net>, 
<dbrown9926@gmail.com>, <indseyfuentes@gmail.com>, Farhad Khan 
<Fkhan63@icloud.com>, <bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com> 
 

Dear members of the Middlebury Selectboard, 
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The Addison Independent, in an article from this past Thursday, indicated that you would be soon 
deciding whether or not to require a mask mandate for public indoor spaces in our district.  I 
encourage you to do so. 
   
The number of covid-19 cases in the state of Vermont is at its highest level since the pandemic 
began.  People are dying daily. Masks work to help reduce the spread of covid and anything we 
can do to help keep each other safe is important to do.  Putting on a mask is something every 
person, over the age of 2 who isn't challenged with excluding medical conditions, can do. It is not 
too much to ask of us as citizens of Middlebury.  We can help each other keep safe.  Please also 
encourage vaccinations. 
 
Susan McGarry, 180 Rogers Rd., Middlebury 
 
-------- 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: April Kilbury [mailto:april.kilbury@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 07, 2021 7:19 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: Mask mandates 
 
As a lifetime resident of this beautiful state, I am writing to you to ask you to vote “No” on 
mask mandates for businesses in Middlebury My husband and I travel throughout the state, 
and prefer to spend our money within our home state whenever possible. In a day in age 
where you can order anything from car parts, home goods, and even meal deliveries to 
arrive at your door, the future of small businesses hangs in the balance.  
 
Since Burlington has voted to adopt a business-wide mask mandate, we have sadly crossed 
them off our list of cities to shop and dine in.  We can no longer see fit to support a city 
who does not support our basic freedoms.  It won’t be long before many businesses and 
restaurants will close their doors forever due to decreased patronage.  
 
Small businesses are the very fabric that stitch our communities together and bring 
prosperity to our cities and towns. These businesses create a culture of hometown pride, 
offering the unique talents and creativity of its community members who build them, run 
them, and have them as a means to provide for their families, and those of their employees.  
Just drive through Richford and you will see what a dead town looks like. Once beautiful 
storefronts are boarded up and have been for years. People have moved away to find work 
and be closer to towns that offer both employment and goods and services.  
 
Please look into the future of your beautiful town and see what lies ahead if you cut off the 
support of those who seek dining, lodging, and shopping opportunities there. Do you prefer 
to roll out the welcome mat for them, or lock them out?  
 



Thank you for your consideration.  
 
April Kilbury 
Concerned Vermonter  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 

_____________ 

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Victoria [mailto:jasz@sover.net]  
Sent: Friday, December 10, 2021 7:19 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: To the Select Board 
 
I write again to urge you to support an indoor mask mandate. As the College with enough 
cases to move to requiring masks indoors and remote only classes and dining and asking 
students to leave campus as soon as possible, Covid is active in our community and we 
need this mandate to slow its spread. Please, at least through the holidays and it’s post 
holiday spikes, protect us with a mandate. 
 
Thank you 
 
Victoria DeWind  
 
__________ 
 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
 
From: Taylor Fabrega <taylorfabrega@gmail.com> 
Date: Sat, Dec 11, 2021, 6:38 PM 
Subject: Upcoming meeting input 
To: <Fkhan63@icloud.com>, <bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com>, 
<brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, <dbrown9926@gmail.com>, <firesafe@gmavt.net>, 
<lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>, <seeleyhj@gmail.com> 
 
Hello members of the select board, 
 
I’d like to offer some input ahead of the upcoming select board meeting in case I am not 
able to make it for the duration, and also wanted to introduce myself as a new resident of 
Middlebury! Thank you for the time that you give to the board and our community.  
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I’m in favor of implementing a mask mandate, starting now and continuing at least until a 
month after students at Middlebury college have returned from their winter break. With 
the new variant of COVID that has been identified and cases on the rise locally, I feel it is 
best to err on the side of caution. I am originally from Florida and as such sensitive to the 
devastation this disease can cause when left unchecked. Sadly, I have known many people 
who became very sick, some continue to suffer lingering effects and some others did 
succumb to the illness. What really “hit home” was when someone I know here in our safe, 
sheltered Vermont passed away- leaving her four children including her young daughter, 
and two grandchildren without their loved one. 
 
I hope that our neighbors will agree that that an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of 
cure.  
 
Respectfully, 
Taylor Fabrega 
(850)766-7465 
3320 Case Street 
--------------- 

From: Mary Gill <middgill@gmail.com> 
Date: December 11, 2021 at 8:05:16 PM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: town mask mandate 

I would like the town of middlebury to require masks in public facilities as long as our case 
numbers are so high. We need to remember, not everyone has the option of vaccine 
protection (infants and children under 5) and those immunocompromised.  The recent 
breakthrough and active cases are overwhelming our hospitals and health care providers, 
they need our communities to minimize the spread of COVID with whatever means 
available. Masking is simple and helps us all to protect our community. 
   
 
Mary Gill 
 
---------- 
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---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Allison Cutler <allisoncutler56@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Dec 12, 2021, 11:24 AM 
Subject: Town Mask Policy 
To: <seeleyhj@gmail.com>, <brian11.carpenter@gmail.com>, <firesafe@gmavt.net>, 
<dbrown9926@gmail.com>, <lindseyfuentes@gmail.com>, <Fkhan63@icloud.com>, 
<bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com> 
 
Dear Selectboard Members, 
 
Let me start by saying that I believe this issue should have been dictated on a state level, 
thereby not burdening individual towns, so I am sorry you must go through this exercise.  
 
That being said, since I cannot attend the Tuesday meeting, I would like to voice my 
support for a mask mandate in public places including Ilsley Library. The 
science clearly indicates that masks work to stop the spread of disease. COVID has killed 
~800,000 people in this country. Let's do our part here in Vermont to keep each other safe 
and healthy this winter. 
 
Thank you for what you are doing. 
 
Allison Cutler 
Middlebury 
802-989-7792 
allisoncutler56@gmail.com 
 
___________ 
From: Fran Putnam <franputnam24@gmail.com> 
Date: December 13, 2021 at 8:23:56 AM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: Mask mandate for Town of Middlebury 

To the Middlebury Select Board, 
 
 
I am in favor of a town wide mask mandate because I believe this is a relatively simple 
action we should all take to curb the spread of the covid virus.  Addison County is 
experiencing a covid surge that is unprecedented so far in the pandemic.  Hospitalizations 
and deaths in Vermont are at an all-time high, even among vaccinated people.  Note the 
recent surge at the College, where 98% of students are vaccinated. 
 
Although not a Middlebury resident, I am in Middlebury stores, restaurants, and Town 
buildings several times a week.  I am especially concerned about being in the Ilsley Library, 
where masks are encouraged, but many patrons and some staff members are not wearing 
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masks. This problem would be solved if there were a town wide mask mandate.  Leaving 
masking up to individuals, and to individual establishments in Middlebury has not worked.  
 
I’m asking you to use your authority for the good of the entire community and initiate a 
mask mandate until such time as our case numbers go down significantly. 
 
Sincerely, 
Fran Putnam 
_________ 
From: Jill Stackhouse <cstack4@gmail.com> 
Date: December 13, 2021 at 8:44:30 AM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: mask mandate 

We are in support of the town mask mandate. We wear our masks anyway when we are out 
and about it’s not a big deal, especially if it keeps someone else from becoming ill or dying. 
Or children from becoming sick.  Thanks for listening. 

--  
Jill & Chris Stackhouse 
Cambium Construction Inc. 
107 Stone House Rd N 
Addison, VT 05491 
802-759-9050 
www.cambiumconstruction.com 

______________ 

From: Margie Bekoff <mcbekoff@post.harvard.edu> 
Date: December 13, 2021 at 9:28:27 AM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: Mask Mandate for Middlebury 

 
Hi Brian, 
 
I live in Weybridge and do all of my shopping in Middlebury (not surprising!). I am 100% 
in favor of a mask mandate in Middlebury. As a retired Immunologist, I have a great respect 
for "germs," and we know unequivocally that Covid is spread by aerosols that can be limited 
in their spread by masks. Masks and vaccination are the two paths to putting this pandemic 
behind us. Don't we all want that? 
 
Many thanks for your work for Middlebury. The health of the community relies on 
decisions like this mask mandate. 
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Margie 
 
------------ 
 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: dragonfleyez@aol.com 
Date: December 13, 2021 at 10:20:51 AM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com, franputnam24@gmail.com 
Subject: Mask mandate 
Reply-To: dragonfleyez@aol.com 

  
Brian,  
 
Though I live in New Haven, VT, I rely on Middlebury businesses for weekly shopping, ie. 
groceries, lumberyards, gas stations, Post Office, hardware stores, office supply, drug 
stores... I find it disconcerting to enter these places and witness so many people not 
masked. With Burlington having just established a mask mandate, I believe Middlebury 
should do the same. In addition, I feel businesses should also have hand sanitizer readily 
available upon entering their establishments.  
 
Let's not politicize this issue, but look at it the way a parent would care for a sick child 
and let us all take care of one another. 
 
Thank you, Stay Well, 
 
Craig Zondag 
 

---------- 

From: Spencer Putnam <spencerputnam1@gmail.com> 
Date: Monday, December 13, 2021 at 1:46 PM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: Mask Mandate 
 
Brian, 
 
As a neighbor who does almost all of his shopping and errands in Middlebury I urge the selectboard 
to put an indoor mask mandate in place. Whether there is an enforcement mechanism in place or 
not, just having the rule in effect would increase mask use. And it would be nice to see the library 
staff mask up, as do most of their patrons. 
 
Thanks. Spence Putnam. 
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------- 

 

From: Jim Morse <jimdmorse@yahoo.com> 
Date: December 13, 2021 at 1:52:39 PM EST 
To: brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Subject: Let's all mask up! 
Reply-To: Jim Morse <jimdmorse@yahoo.com> 

 
Hi Brian, 
 
I live in Weybridge, but I spend a lot of time in Middlebury shopping and so forth. 
 
For public health reasons, I think it's essential to establish a mask mandate--at least until 
our numbers decline substantially.  
 
It's great that so many of us in Addison County are fully vaccinated and boosted, but even 
fully vaccinated and boosted people can become infected, ill, or worse. And even if they are 
asymptomatic, fully vaccinated and boosted people can transmit the virus to others and 
give the virus even more opportunity to mutate into even more serious variants!  
 
Many thanks for all the work you do for our shire town! I hope that Middlebury will in fact 
establish a mask mandate. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Jim Morse 
540 Cave RD 
Weybridge 
 
From: Tricia Chatary [mailto:tchatary@gmail.com]  
Date: Monday, December 13, 2021 9:18 PM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org>; brian11.carpenter@gmail.com 
Cc: seeleyhj@gmail.com; firesafe@gmavt.net; dbrown9926@gmail.com; indseyfuentes@gmail.com; 
Fkhan63@icloud.com; bethechangeestherthomas@gmail.com 
Subject: Discussion about town position on mask/vaccine policy 
 
I submit the following letter in advance of the Tuesday select board meeting, RE: agenda 
item 10. **Discussion of Legislation Permitting Towns to Enact Local Indoor Mask 
Policies 
 
Dear Town Manager and Select board,  
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As a resident of Middlebury, I’m writing in support of a town policy in favor of a comprehensive 
COVID protocol, including a possible mask/vaccine mandate.  
  
As an adherent of COVID strictures set forth by the CDC, I am very concerned that my 
compliance isn't enough to protect me in the face of a recalcitrant minority who disregards the 
common-sense scientific evidence. It is my opinion that in so doing, these non-compliant folks 
are calling the shots for the rest of us who do take precautions. It is their point of view that 
prevails, requiring those of us who are careful to pretzel ourselves to accommodate them and 
keep ourselves safe.  
  
To me this is backward.   
  
The tail is wagging the dog.  
  
It appears that current policies tilt toward protecting the private economy over the 
public safety: witness the recent promotion to give college students MiddMoney, to spend 
while mingling -- many unmasked -- in crowded streets and stores after a post-
Thanksgiving spike in COVID numbers on campus.  Despite the supposed boon to local 
businesses, this was imprudent in the larger scope of community health.  
 
I'm old enough to remember our leaders having the courage to implement policies for the 
Greater Good, such as campaigns to vaccinate against many scourges of my childhood, 
e.g. polio, MMR, smallpox, and other diseases. There was no debate, no fear of offending those 
who may not comply.  I was also present when seat belts became the law, and when cigarettes 
were banned in public places. Even though there were inevitable outcries, leaders stood firm 
and the populace came around -- for the Greater Good.  We need this attitude now to mitigate 
the ravages of this pandemic and to get on with healthier bodies and communities.  
  
I ask the Town Selectboard to consider the true cost of insufficient COVID protocols and set an 
example for other communities --and maybe the State as well -- to follow. 
  
Thank you for your time. 
 
Tricia Chatary 
 
From: Dorothy Mammen [mailto:dorothy.mammen@gmail.com]  
Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 10:39 AM 
To: Kathleen Ramsay <KRamsay@TownOfMiddlebury.org> 
Subject: adding my two cents 
 

December 14, 2021 
To the Select Board: 
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I am writing to add my support for a masking rule for Middlebury. Covid levels are very high in 
Vermont and in Middlebury right now. I wish Governor Scott had supported a statewide, data-
driven mask rule, but here we are. We must do what's best for Middlebury. 

This need not be an ordinance with a 90-day period to take effect. It can be a rule, like 
Brattleboro's, or like our own mask rule last winter. A town-level rule takes the heat off of 
individual businesses, and provides consistency to downtown shoppers, the more vulnerable of 
whom may only want to go inside if masks are being worn. That might include seniors, parents 
with young children, people with co-morbidities, etc. It definitely includes me, with the numbers 
as high as they are right now.  Masks do help reduce the ejection of respiratory droplets into the 
air.  Sometimes it is worth it to give up a little freedom to support the public good.  Most people 
don't mind the small act of wearing a mask to help reduce the spread of covid, benefitting us 
all.    

Thank you for considering this important measure. 

Dorothy Mammen 
Middlebury 
 
From: Carolyn Costello <costellosmarket@comcast.net> 
Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 10:45 AM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: No Mask Mandate Please 
  
Hi  Brian this is Carolyn & John at Costellos Market  
we hope the mask mandate does not get passed  
We will not wear a mask all day at work 12  to 14 hour days  
we will not make customers wear mask  
thanks Carolyn & John  
 
From: Chris And Nikki Bagley <cnbagley@gmavt.net> 
Date: Tuesday, December 14, 2021 at 11:53 AM 
To: Brian Carpenter <brian@champlainvalleyequipment.com> 
Subject: Town of Middlebury - Mask Mandate 
 

Dear Brian, 

I understand that at this evening's selectboard meeting, the Town of Middlebury will consider 
instituting a mask mandate. 

I do not deny that COVID-19 has had devastating impacts. Most of us know at least one person 
who lost their life or became seriously ill. Most of us also know many more who had 
asymptomatic Covid, or Covid with mild to moderate symptoms. When this began nearly two 
years ago, it made good sense to be cautious. There was clearly a new and potentially deadly 
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virus which we knew little about. Thankfully, we do know more about the virus at this point, 
including the fact that its survival rate is approximately 98 percent. 

As a Middlebury small business owner, I strongly oppose the institution of a mandate. This 
decision should be left up to business owners and individuals.  

I will not force my employees to wear masks, nor will I require customers to wear them. If my 
employees or customers feel more comfortable wearing a mask, they are certainly welcome to do 
so. We would also always do our best to accommodate any customer's request for "curb service." 

It has been shown that the vast majority of masks have little to no benefit. Consider the 
information included here. Also, see this video at the 23-minute mark. Indeed there are adverse 
impacts to be considered. Repeated touching of mask and face, as well as dirty masks, increase 
the risk of getting sick.  

Compare highly-vaccinated Vermont, which has relatively heavy voluntary mask wearing, to 
states with lower vaccination numbers, no mandates, and little mask wearing.  

While on the surface instituting a mask mandate may seem to serve the common good, is it 
really? The common good is returning to everyday life--to living as normally as possible. The 
goal post for returning to normalcy keeps moving, and to what end? Repeating the same thing is 
not working. 

This is a personal decision--a decision that should be made by the individual taking their 
personal circumstances into account and, when warranted, in consultation with their doctor. 

Please join the growing number of Vermont towns in declining to institute a mask mandate in 
Middlebury. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Bagley 
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